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Executive Summary1 
 
This study analyzes the profile of middle-class income earners of several racial/ethnic groups in 
the New York Metro area, including Non-Hispanic Whites, Non-Hispanic Blacks, Latinos, and Asians. 
It also focuses on the similarities and differences among the five largest Latino national groups in the 
city, that is, Puerto Ricans, Dominicans, Mexicans, Colombians, and Ecuadorians. The data were 
organized upon the basis of upper middle class and lower middle class segments, with references to 
personal income, education, and citizenship. Several categories were also broken down by borough. 
The main data source of this report was the 2006 American Community Survey (ACS) published by 
the U.S. Census Bureau.2  
Although middle class broadly refers to segments located in the middle of the household income 
distribution structure, it is a rather imprecise socioeconomic category. Different methods to measure 
it and to define its boundaries have been proposed (including the median household income or the 
identification of middle income quintiles) but neither the U.S. government nor the Census Bureau 
have established consensual definitions of the American middle class. For this study, the middle 
class refers to those population sectors that fall between $35,000—$59,999 and $ 60,000—$100,000 
in annual personal income. The working definition that I have used in this report draws on different 
sources that have conceptualized the middle class beyond purely statistical criteria; as indicated be-
low such conceptions include the relations between income, profession, and various opinions about 
the income levels that actually establish a middle-class socioeconomic status.3  
 This report places special emphasis on Latinos. The continuous flow of Latino immigrants to the 
city often overshadows the socio-economic stratification of this group and the diversity of its national 
subgroups. The specific analysis of the Latino middle class income earners will highlight differences 
between older and recently-arrived Latino immigrants; the comparison between Latinos and other 
major racial/ethnic groups in the City will provide a basis to reflect on the extent to which Latinos 
have succeeded in reaching a middle class status, and the possibilities of those who have not done 
so, given the recent decline of the median household income in the last decade and the accompany-
ing shrinkage of the New York City middle class—the City has become more polarized into wealthier 
and poorer sectors of the population.4  
The most relevant findings of this study are as follows:  
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1 I am very grateful for the invaluable leadership, feedback, and patience of Professor Laird W. Bergad, Director of the 
Center for Latin American, Caribbean, and Latino Studies (CLACLS) during the whole development of this project. I also 
appreciate the invaluable motivation and support that I received from Joseph Pereira, Dana Kralstein, and David Frost at 
different stages of this research, and the kind practical help that I always received from the CLACLS staff members. 
 
2 American Community Survey is conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau. The ACS is conducted in the United States and 
in Puerto Rico on a basis of monthly samples. U.S. Census Bureau, Economics and Statistics Administration, Depart-
ment of Commerce, “Design and Methodology. American Community Survey,” May 2006,  
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Downloads/tp67.pdf. 
 
3 Brian W. Cashell, “Who Are the “Middle Class”? (RS22627). Washington, DC: Congressional Research Service, March 
2007, http://digitalcommons.ilr.cornell.edu/crs/34/ . 
 
4 See, for example, “Saving our Middle Class. A survey of New York's Leaders by the Drum Major Institute for Public Pol-
icy,” April 2007, http://www.drummajorinstitute.org/pdfs/Saving%20Our%20Middle%20Class.pdf; Sam Roberts, “Study 
Shows a Dwindling Middle Class,” The New York Times, June 22, 1006; http://www.nytimes.com/2006/06/22/
nyregion/22income.html?_r=1&oref=slogin; Janny Scott, “In 90’s Economy, Middle Class Stayed Put, Analysis Sug-
gests,” The New York Times, August 31, 2001;   h t t p : / / q u e r y . n y t i m e s . c o m / g s t / f u l l p a g e . h t m l ?
res=9C05E1D91330F932A0575BC0A9679C8B63;   
 
• Middle-class income earners account for approximately 25.7% of the total personal income. 
• Almost one half of  middle-class income earners were Non-Hispanic Whites in 2006. They 
were followed by Non-Hispanic Blacks and Latinos respectively. 
• Middle-class income earners were predominantly U.S.-born or naturalized and had college 
educations.  
• High-school educational attainment was sufficient in some cases to acquire lower middle 
class income status, but college graduates were more frequent in the upper middle class cate-
gory. 
• While Latinos are clearly present in the lower middle class segment of the city, they are less 
represented in the City’s upper middle class. Puerto Ricans and Dominicans are the most 
successful groups. These two groups are distributed throughout the City’s boroughs, while 
Colombians and Ecuadorians are overwhelmingly concentrated in Queens.  
 
Middle Class Definitions and Overview 
 
The concept of middle class is politically relevant. Its use is frequent and a large number 
of Americans of different social strata identify with it. Nonetheless, the term is flexible and 
imprecise, as well as “pervasive and elusive.”5  
There are different ways to identify the American middle class; economists have usually 
suggested a focus on income distribution, while sociologists look at occupational sectors. 
Some analysts focus on social indicators such residency and home ownership, whereas others un-
derstand it—perhaps more vaguely—as the income that allows a comfortable lifestyle albeit 
not fully free from economic concerns. There are also those who have suggested that the middle 
class can be an orientation or “a state of mind,” rather than an actual economic status.6  
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Janny Scott and David Leonhardt, “Class in America: Shadowy Lines That Still Divide,” May 15, 2005; http://
www.nytimes.com/2005/05/15/national/class/OVERVIEW-FINAL.html, Randy Kennedy,  John W. Schoen, “For Middle 
Class, New York Shrinks as Home Prices Soar,” The New York Times, April 1, 1998, http://query.nytimes.com/gst/
fullpage.html?res=9C05EEDA1E3BF932A35757C0A96E958260; David R. Francis, “Hard Times for the Middle Class,” 
MSN Money, http://moneycentral.msn.com/content/CollegeandFamily/P94152.asp.   
 
5 For an analysis of these topics see Joseph Gerteis, “Political Alignment and the American Middle Class, 1974-1994,” 
Sociological Forum, Vol. 13, No. 4 (Dec., 1998), pp. 639-666.  Pew Research Center, “Inside the Middle Class: Bad 
Times Hit the Good Life,” April 9, 2008, http://pewsocialtrends.org/assets/pdf/MC-Executive-Summary-and-Overview.pdf. 
Stuart Blumin, quoted by Joseph Gerteis, op.cit, 641. “Saving New York’s Middle Class,” Gotham Gazette, April 16, 
2007, http://www.gothamgazette.com/article/issueoftheweek/20070416/200/2149; “Marketplace: What is Middle Class? 
American Public Media, January 11, 2008, http://marketplace.publicradio.org/display/web/2008/01/11/
what_is_the_middle_class/, John W. Schoen, “Who or What is the Middle Class? Economic Data Can’t Fully Explain 
Why so Many Feel Financially Squeezed,” MSNBC, http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/21272238. 
 
6 This is the idea that former Assistant Secretary and Chief Financial Officer of the U.S. Treasury Department George 
Muñoz uses: “But most would agree that the term refers to income levels that support a comfortable—not rich—lifestyle 
without struggling to live paycheck to paycheck. It means an income level that can support homeownership, college, and 
sufficient savings for security and emergencies”.  Former New York Governor Mario Cuomo also draws on a similar no-
tion: “The middle class is made up of people who aren’t rich enough to be virtually free of economic concern, nor poor 
enough to warrant any subsistence paycheck from the government or from charity”. See George Muñoz, “The Shrining 
Latino Middle Class,” Poder 360, March 2008, http://www.poder360.com/article_detail.php?id_article=13, and Mario 
Cuomo, “Reviving the American Dream,” http://www.gothamgazette.com/article/issueoftheweek/20070416/200/2149#1  
“Who or What is the Middle Class? Economic Data Can’t Fully Explain Why so Many Feel Financially Squeezed,” 
MSNBC, http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/21272238.   “What is Middle Class?,” The Washington Times, November 20, 
2003, http://www.washtimes.com/news/2003/nov/29/20031129-105855-7412r/.  
The most conventional definition that economists and demographers have used in the U.S. relies 
on the median annual household income as a measurable reference point. This perspective under-
stands the middle class as the segment of the population which earned between 80% and 120% of 
the median income — $33,000 to $49,000 in 2003.  Such limits, nonetheless, are frequently modified 
according to differential costs of living and therefore can be considerably flexible. An alternative —
and somewhat narrower view — suggests a focus on the middle quintile of the national income distri-
bution  structure. The Census Bureau often publishes data reports using this measure.7  
Definitions based solely on statistical variables, however, neglect the influence that factors like 
educational attainment or professional salaries can have upon a household status; they also ignore 
aspects related to the number of income-earners who live in a household. For example, a couple 
may be ‘working class’ but their combined incomes may place the family in the ‘middle 
class’ (something that is fairly common). Other analysts have criticized the standardized focus on the 
household. A recent study, for instance, has suggested that it may be the family income—rather than 
the household income--what determines the ‘class status’ and the socioeconomic mobility of many 
Latinos.8   
Other analysts have defined the middle class beyond the limits of statistical quintiles or outside 
mere income distribution references. Sociologists, in particular, have maintained that the notion of 
middle class has to account for variables such education and professional earnings. They divide the 
middle class into two segments: the lower middle class and the upper middle class. The lower middle 
class would be composed by lower skilled white-collar workers, while the upper class would be 
mostly a professional, white-collar class.—These definitions often lift the upper boundary of the tradi-
tional economic approaches considerably beyond the median income levels.—For instance, Econo-
mist Anil Puri draws on these perspectives and underlines the fact that any definition of middle class 
must be developed upon the basis of those income levels that offer the actual possibility of enjoying 
a middle-class status. Consequently, he understands the middle class as the segment compre-
hended between $32,500-60,000, and 62,500- $100,000+.  
In a similar line of arguments, a survey developed by the Drum Major Institute for Public Policy 
among leaders in New York City showed that—in the respondents’ opinion—the status of middle class 
would actually require different incomes in different cases. They estimated that a family of four would  
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7 A survey on Latinos carried out by the University of Kansas’s Department of Geography, for instance, adopted a similar 
approach and defined the Latino middle class in the mid-1990s as the segment of the population that has a household 
income between $25,000 and $34,999). Daniel L. Roy, “Summary of Results from the Latino Attitude Survey,” Depart-
ment of Geography, University of Kansas, www.azteca.net/aztec/survey/index.html.  
 
8  A survey on Latinos carried out by the University of Kansas’s Department of Geography, for instance, adopted a similar 
approach and defined the Latino middle class in the mid-1990s as the segment of the population that has a household 
income between $25,000 and $34,999). Daniel L. Roy, “Summary of Results from the Latino Attitude Survey,” Depart-
ment of Geography, University of Kansas, www.azteca.net/aztec/survey/index.html.   
Gregory Rodriguez, “The Emerging Latino Middle Class,” Davenport Institute, Research Reports, October 1996, http://
publicpolicy.pepperdine.edu/davenport-institute/reports/latino/middle-class.htm. 
 
9 Among them, see Leonard Beeghley, Structure of Social Stratification in the United States. Boston, MA: Allyn and Ba-
con, 2004 and  Dennis Gilbert, The American Class Structure. New York: Wadsworth Publishing, 2002. 
 
10 Michael Rappaport, “Though Times for Middle Class,” Saint Gabriel Valley Tribune, March 9, 2007, http://
www.scag.ca.gov/media/pdf/mediaClips/2007/SanGabrielValleyTribune030907.pdf, Anil Puri, “What is  
Middle Class?,” March 9, 2007, http://www.scag.ca.gov/economy/conf2007/2007_EconForecast_Puri.pdf. 
 
require an annual family income between $75,000-$135,000, whereas single individuals would need 
as much as much as an $45,000 - $90,000 annual personal income. (The median family income in 
New York City in the year that the study was developed was $49,374.) 
Drawing on these studies, my working definition identifies middle-class income earners as those 
persons (older than 15 years of age) who earn incomes comprehended between $35,000-$59,999 
and $ 60,000-$100,000 annually—the lower and upper middle class, respectively. My focus is on an-
nual personal income rather than on annual household income for two important reasons. First, it 
permits a more transparent identification of the segment of actual persons who earn middle-class in-
comes—isolated from the aggregated effect that household income or extended families living in a 
household may have. Second, it allows the analysis and comparison of relevant personal data such 
education, national origin, and citizenship.  
According to the ACS data, the median annual personal income in New York City has a lower 
median than that of household income. (See Table 1). The personal-income distribution is also 
skewed, with the largest segments of the population found below $50,000, and a large group with 
income levels below $10,000 (36.8%). (See Figures 1 and 2). 
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Race/Ethnicity
Median Annual 
Personal 
Income
Median Annual 
Household 
Income
Non-Hispanic Whites 38,235 75,464
Non-Hispanic Blacks 25,155 49,907
Asians 21,734 56,347
Latinos 20,124 41,536
Total Population 27,972 56,950
Table 1
2006 Median Annual Personal and Household Income in
New York City By Race/ Ethnicity
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In the framework of this definition, the middle-class segment of New York City is not a particularly 
robust one: altogether, it includes only a total of 25.7% of total income earners. (See Table 2).  
 
 
 
           Table 2. New York City Annual Personal Income Distribution  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In terms of occupation structure, over one half of middle-class-income earners in the city work in 
the private sector (57% in the lower middle class segment and 54% in the upper one). They are fol-
lowed by those who work in local government positions (14% and 28% respectively), and then by  
persons who have jobs in the non-profit sector (10% for both segments.) Over one half of middle-
class-income earners are heads of households—59% In the lower level and 66% in the upper one. 
Spouses follow, comprehending 17% and 18% in the lower and uppers segments respectively. (See 
Tables 3 and 4.)   
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Income Percent of  
Total 
  
Less than 10,000 36.8 
10,000-19,999 15.3 
20,000-29,999 11.6 
30,000-34,999 4.8 
35,000-39,999 4.0 
40,000-49,999 7.1 
50,000-59,999 5.1 
60,000-69,999 3.8 
70,000-79,999 2.6 
80,000-89,999 1.7 
90,000-99,999 1.3 
100,000-199,999 4.1 
More than 200,000 1.8 
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Table 3. Middle-Class-Income Earners: Occupation Structure 
 
Class of worker Lower Middle 
Class 
Upper Middle 
Class 
N/A  6%  4% 
Self-employed, not incorporated  5%  5% 
Self-employed, incorporated  3%  4% 
Wage/salary, private 57% 54% 
Wage/salary at non-profit 10%           10% 
Federal government employee   3%   3% 
State government employee  3%  3% 
Local government employee 14% 18% 
Unpaid family worker  0%   0% 
Total         100%         100% 
 
  Table 4. Middle-Class-Income Earners: Heads of Household and 
Relatives 
 
Relationship to household head Lower Middle 
Class 
Upper Middle 
Class 
Head/Householder 59% 66% 
Spouse 17% 18% 
Child  9%  5% 
Child-in-law  0%  0% 
Parent  1%  1% 
Parent-in-Law  0%  0% 
Sibling  3% 1% 
Sibling-in-Law  0%  0% 
Grandchild  0%  0% 
Other relatives  2%  1% 
Partner, friend, visitor  7%  6% 
Other non-relatives  2%  1% 
Total      100%      100% 
 
 
Middle-Class Income Earners–Who Are They? 
 
▪ Almost one half of the middle class in New York is Non-Hispanic White. 
 
In terms of racial/ethnic groups, this analysis shows that the major component of middle-class in-
come earners in New York City in 2006 was Non-Hispanic White, which accounted for 48% of the 
total middle-class income earners in in New York City. Non-Hispanic Blacks and Latinos followed 
with 22% and 19% respectively. Asians made up 11% of the middle class in the City (see Figure 3).   
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Analyzing the composition of the lower and middle class segments specifically, the proportions 
are somewhat different. The lower middle class is more diverse than the upper middle class. In the 
lower middle class, 42% are Non-Hispanic Whites, 25% are Non-Hispanic Blacks, 22% are Latino, 
and 11% Asians. However, in the upper middle class the Non-Hispanic White segment is even more 
significant than in the lower middle class accounting for 58% of the total upper middle class. Non-
Hispanic Blacks follow in a second place, with 18%, and Latinos account for only 13%. Asians come 
in the fourth place, with 11%. (See Table 5).  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is also important to consider the middle-class income components within each major racial/
ethnic group’s particular income distribution structure. (See Figure 4). All of the City’s race/ethnic 
groups had a fairly large percentage of individuals earning below $35,000, that is, over one half all 
income earners. (This was, however, particularly high in the case of Latinos, comprehending as 
much as 81%). In terms of the middle levels, 33% of Non-Hispanic Whites had middle class incomes 
and they were followed by Non-Hispanic Blacks (25%), Asians (23%), and Latinos (18%). Latinos 
had the smallest proportion of middle class income earners of all groups in 2006.  
In each race/ethnic group the lower middle class was considerably larger than the upper middle 
class. Some 13% of Latinos were in the lower-middle class income category; the proportion for other 
groups was 18% among Non-Hispanic Whites, 18% of Non-Hispanic Blacks, and 15% of Asians. 
The largest variations are evident in the upper middle class: approximately 13% of Non-Hispanic 
Whites had an upper middle class income, but only 6% of Non-Hispanic Blacks and 7% of Asians 
were in this category. Latinos had the smallest upper middle class of all groups at 3%. 
While 11% of Non-Hispanic Whites had annual personal incomes above $100,00 in the year 
2006, the proportion is significantly lower for the other threes groups: 4% for Asians, 1% for both 
Non-Hispanic Blacks and Latinos. 
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Race/Ethnicity
Lower 
Middle 
Class
Upper 
Middle 
Class
Total 
Middle 
Class
Non-Hispanic White 42% 58% 48%
Non-Hispanic Black 25% 18% 23%
Asian 11% 11% 11%
Latino 22% 13% 19%
Total 100% 100% 100%
Table 5
New York City's Upper and Lower Middle Class by Major
Race/Ethnic Groups, 2006
(in percentages)
 
  
Figure 4 
Income-Derived Class Structure by Race/Ethnicity, New York City, 2006 
 
 
 
 
 
Latino Data Project Report 25 November 2009 
     Latino Middle Class Income-Earners in New York City 12 
Lower 
Middle 
Class
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Middle 
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High 
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Middle 
Class
18%
Upper 
Middle 
Class
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Middle 
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Middle 
Class
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Middle 
Class
5%
Low 
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81%
High 
Income
1%
Latinos
Citizenship 
 
▪ With a few exceptions, those persons who have middle class incomes in New York City are ei-
ther U.S.-born or naturalized.  
 
A large majority (75%) of the Non-Hispanic Whites in the lower middle class segments were born 
in the U.S. while for Non-Hispanic Blacks and Latinos the comparative percentages were  55% and 
50% respectively. Asians are remarkably different: only 15% were native-born, whereas 53% were 
naturalized citizens. Additionally, 32% of Asians and 23% of Latinos falling into the lower middle 
class were non-citizens. (See Figure 5). A little over one half the Non-Hispanic-Black lower middle 
class were U.S.-born and about one-third (31%) were naturalized citizens. Asians, followed by Lati-
nos, have the largest segment of foreign-born income-earners in this category with 32% and 23% 
respectively. Some immigrants, indeed, have been able to  reach lower-middle class status in the 
city. 
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The lower and upper middle classes show remarkably similar patterns at this respect. Non-Hispanic 
Whites have the largest numbers of U.S.-born income earners in both categories. The majority of Asians  
this category were naturalized citizens, and only some 20% of them were born in the U.S. One third of 
the Non-Hispanic Blacks in the upper middle class segment was naturalized. Conversely, the Latino up-
per middle class was predominantly U.S.-born; 30% was composed by naturalized citizens, and 15% by 
foreign born persons. (See Figure 6). 
 
 
 
Evidently, Puerto Ricans, are the only group of Latinos that is mostly U.S.-born: 71% were mainland 
born and 29% were island-born in each group (in the lower middle-class-income segment, there was a 
small—non-statistically significant— percentage of naturalized persons, as well). Mexicans are the group 
with the highest proportion of lower and upper middle class foreign-born persons (58% and 33% respec-
tively), but they are not alone. Some 46% of Columbians in the lower middle class  were foreign-born as 
well.  Nonetheless, 26% of Mexicans in the lower segment and 33% in the upper one were U.S.-born. 
The majority of Dominicans, Colombians, and Ecuadorians in both the lower and upper class were natu-
ralized citizens, indicating relatively recent immigration. (See Figures 7 and 8).   
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Figure 6.  Upper Middle Class by Major Racial 
and Ethnic Groups and 
Citizenship Status 
U.S. Born 82% 56% 20% 55%
Naturalized Citizen 12% 33% 58% 30%
Foreign Born 6% 11% 22% 15%
White Black Asian Latino
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Mexicans
Puerto Ricans 
(Mainland‐
Born)
Puerto Ricans 
(Island‐Born)
Dominicans Colombians Ecuadorians
U.S.‐Born 26% 71% 29% 20% 12% 16%
Naturalized Citizen 16% 0% 0% 51% 42% 54%
Foreign Born 58% 0% 0% 29% 46% 29%
Figure 7. Lower Middle Class by Latino Groups and 
Citizenship Status
Mexicans
Puerto 
Ricans 
(Mainland‐
Born)
Puerto 
Ricans 
(Island‐
Born)
Dominicans Colombians Ecuadorians
U.S.‐Born 33% 71% 29% 26% 37% 18%
Naturalized Citizen 33% 0% 0% 60% 43% 56%
Foreign Born 33% 14% 20% 26%
Figure 8. Upper Middle Class by Latino Groups 
and Citizenship Status
In the lower middle class 29% of Dominicans, 46% of Mexicans, and 29% of Ecuadorians were for-
eign-born. In the upper segment, 60% of Dominicans, 43% of Colombians, 56% of Ecuadorians, and 
33% of Mexicans are naturalized citizens, that is, again, relatively recent immigrants. The largest lev-
els of U.S.-born persons in the upper middle class were Colombians (37%) and Mexicans (33%).  
 
  
Education 
 
• Education matters. The majority of lower middle-class income earners have attained 
educational levels beyond high school.  
 
In the lower middle class, approximately 26% of  Non-Hispanic Whites finished high 
school, and 38% have BA degrees. Asians have an even larger proportion of college gradu-
ates (46%). The corresponding figure for Non-Hispanic Blacks in this category is 31% and 
in the case of Latinos it is 26%.  Regarding graduate degrees, 21% of the Non-Hispanic 
White lower middle class has a Master’s degree; 15% of Asians, 12% of Non-Hispanic 
Blacks, and 9% of Latinos did as well. Non-Hispanic Blacks (46%) and Latinos (41%) had 
the largest percentage of persons in the lower middle class whose highest level of educa-
tional attainment was the completion of high school. 
The upper middle class was considerably more educated. Some 42% of Non-Hispanic Whites 
had acquired a B.A. degree, 52% of Asians, 37% of Non-Hispanic Blacks, and 19% of Latinos. 
Higher percentages within all groups in the upper middle class had achieved a Master’s degree as 
well: 38% of Non-Hispanic Whites, 25% of Asians, 22% of Non-Hispanic Blacks, and 19% of Latinos. 
Very small segments within all groups were doctoral-degree-awardees. In other words, the Latino 
upper middle class was similar to the other race/ethnic groups—that is, more educated. Nonetheless,  
it is important to take note of the fact that approximately 23% of  Latinos in the upper middle class —
and 20% of Non-Hispanic Blacks — had only achieved high school graduation. Yet  they still had an-
nual incomes above $60,000 in 2006. (See Table 6). 
The analysis of the particular national Latino groups confirms the previous observations. A signifi-
cant portion of lower-middle class Latinos have only achieved high-school graduation. Within the La-
tino lower middle class, 47% of Puerto Ricans, 53.1% of Dominicans, 45.9% of Colombians, 28.5% 
of Ecuadorians, and 54.1% of Mexicans were high-school graduates only. In terms of the upper mid-
dle class, B.A. degrees dominate: 56.1% of Mexicans, 49.8% of Ecuadorians, 45.5% of Colombians, 
41.9% of Dominicans, and 29.8% of Puerto Ricans in the upper middle class were college gradu-
ates. (See Figures 9 and 10). 
Indeed, the closer analysis of educational attainment among the Latino middle class reflects 
how highly differentiated these groups are. Mexicans had higher proportions of M.A. awardees in the 
lower segment with 14.1%; in the upper one, Dominicans and Puerto Ricans lead with 18.4% and 
18.3% respectively. In the upper middle class, Mexicans had a higher proportion of Ph.D. awardees 
than Non-Hispanic Whites and Asians—although their absolute number is, of course, considerable 
lower. 
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High School 
Graduate
Associates 
Degree B.A. M.A.
Professional 
Degree Ph.D
Lower Middle Class
Non-Hispanic Whites 26% 7% 38% 21% 5% 3%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 41% 15% 31% 12% 1% 0%
Asians 24% 9% 46% 15% 5% 2%
Latinos 46% 15% 26% 9% 3% 0.5%
Upper Middle Class
Non-Hispanic Whites 14% 6% 41% 28% 6% 5%
Non-Hispanic Blacks 20% 14% 37% 22% 6% 1%
Asians 7% 7% 52% 25% 6% 3%
Latinos 23% 16% 36% 19% 3% 3%
Table 6
Educational Attainment by Middle Class Status by Race/Ethnicity, New York City 2006
Boroughs—Where do they live? 
 
• Queens and Brooklyn have the largest concentration of middle-class income earners. Upper-
middle-class Whites tend to favor Manhattan. 
 
 
 Queens and Brooklyn are the boroughs where largest proportion of lower middle class New 
Yorkers live (a combined total of 59%). About 20% lived in Manhattan; 13% in the Bronx, and 7% 
lived in Staten Island. The lower middle class that lived in Manhattan in 2006 was predominantly 
Non-Hispanic White, while in Queens and Brooklyn the lower middle class was more racially/
ethnically diverse as indicated clearly in table 7. Latinos within the lower middle class were more nu-
merous in Queens and in the Bronx compared with the other boroughs. 
In the upper middle class, Non-Hispanic Whites were distributed throughout all boroughs. Never-
theless, they were mainly concentrated in Manhattan: 27% of the Non-Hispanic White upper middle 
class lived there, and that represents as much as 37% of the total upper middle class in the city. 
Approximately 43% of the Non-Hispanic Black upper middle class lived in Brooklyn, and 28% 
was located in Queens in 2006; 35% of the Latino upper middle class lived in Queens, while another 
21% were in Brooklyn, and 16% in Manhattan. In the case of Asians, 46% were concentrated in 
Queens, 27% in Manhattan, and 17% in Brooklyn. (Figures 11 through 14 show the particular pro-
portion of each group that lives in each city borough.)  
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Figure 11 
Lower Middle Class Distributions of Each Major Racial/Ethnic Group by Borough:  
Non-Hispanic Whites and Blacks 
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Lower Middle Class
Bronx Brooklyn Manhattan Queens
Staten 
Island NYC
Non-Hispanic White 3% 12% 11% 11% 5% 42%
Non-Hispanic Black 5% 11% 3% 6% 0% 25%
Latino 6% 4% 4% 7% 1% 22%
Asian 0% 2% 2% 6% 0% 11%
Total 14% 29% 20% 30% 7% 100%
Upper Middle Class
Non-Hispanic White 3% 13% 21% 13% 7% 58%
Non-Hispanic Black 3% 8% 2% 5% 0% 18%
Latino 3% 3% 2% 5% 1% 13%
Asian 1% 2% 3% 5% 0% 11%
Total 9% 26% 28% 28% 9% 100%
Table 7
Upper and Lower Middle Class by New York City Borough by Race/Ethnicity, 2006 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 12 
Lower Middle Class Distributions of Each Major Racial/Ethnic Group by Borough:  
Asians and Latinos 
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Figure 13 
Upper Middle Class Distributions of Each Major Racial/Ethnic Group by Borough:  
Non-Hispanic Whites and Blacks 
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Figure 14 
Upper Middle Class Distributions of Each Major Racial/Ethnic Group by Borough:  
Asians and Latinos 
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The distribution of Latino national groups in the lower and upper middle class by borough was  
very similar. Puerto Ricans and Dominicans were comparatively diversified and distributed across 
the boroughs whereas Colombians and Ecuadorians were clearly concentrated in Queens. Yet, the 
largest segments of Puerto Rican lower and middle classes resided in the Bronx while important por-
tions were located in Brooklyn and Queens. Puerto Ricans were the most numerous Latino group in 
both the upper and lower middle class segments. The largest sectors of the Dominican lower middle 
class were in the Bronx, followed by Manhattan and Queens; its upper middle class, in contrast, is 
similarly distributed in the Bronx, Manhattan, and Queens. (See Table 8).  
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Bronx 12% Bronx 17%
Brooklyn 33% Brooklyn 21%
Manhattan 14% Manhattan 13%
Queens 38% Queens 36%
Staten Island 3% Staten Island 12%
Bronx 36% Bronx 32%
Brooklyn 23% Brooklyn 22%
Manhattan 15% Manhattan 12%
Queens 20% Queens 25%
Staten Island 5% Staten Island 9%
Bronx 34% Bronx 29%
Brooklyn 14% Brooklyn 12%
Manhattan 31% Manhattan 30%
Queens 20% Queens 28%
Staten Island 0% Staten Island 1%
Bronx 12% Bronx 21%
Brooklyn 15% Brooklyn 22%
Manhattan 6% Manhattan 6%
Queens 61% Queens 51%
Staten Island 5%
Bronx 3% Brooklyn 12%
Brooklyn 10% Manhattan 11%
Manhattan 6% Queens 77%
Queens 79% Staten Island 1%
Staten Island 1%
Ecuadorians
Lower Middle Class Upper Middle Class
Table 8
Latino Nationalities in the Lower and Upper Middle Class by
New York City Borough, 2006
Mexicans
Puerto Ricans
Dominicans
Colombians
 
Conclusion 
 
The purpose of this report has been twofold:  
 
1) to better understand the racial/ethnic composition of  New York City’s lower and upper middle 
class groupings 
2) to consider the differentiation within the City’s Latino communities by examining different na-
tional origin groups 
 
The use of a definition based on personal income—although not fully ideal—offered two analytical 
advantages: first, it is specific; second, it permits the identification and analysis of variables such citi-
zenship, education, and place of residence, and how these may be related to income levels.    
Our analysis shows that the middle class in the City, according to income criteria, was relatively 
small (25.7% of the total) in 2006. The strongest middle-class segments are likely to be Non-
Hispanic White, U.S.-born or naturalized, and have completed a college education. They tend to 
work predominantly in the private sector and are likely to live in Manhattan, Queens, or Brooklyn,  
Latinos were clearly found in both the lower middle class and the upper middle class segments, 
although their presence is still modest in the latter. Overall, the proportion of middle-class income 
earners is smaller in the case of Latinos, in comparison to the other major racial/ethnic groups.  
 Education and citizenship are variables which heavily influence middle class attainment and they  
vary remarkably among the different Latino national groups. Puerto Ricans and Dominicans are the 
strongest Latino middle class segments and this is, in all likelihood, linked to the fact that they are 
the City’s most numerous and oldest Latino nationalities. Their citizenship rates and educational at-
tainment levels are, in general, greater than those of other groups. This does not mean that within 
the other national groups examined here there were not individuals who had acquired both citizen-
ship and higher educational attainment levels. Some migrants arrived with college degrees from their 
countries of origin. However, the percentages of people who have acquired these were smaller than 
those found within Puerto Rican and Dominican communities, and this resulted in lower rates of 
presence within the City’s middle class. 
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